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PROJECT De-VINE NEWSLETTER #10 

June 2013 

(Formerly Rocklands Road Weedbusters) 

  

Hello Neighbours! 

 
We recently changed our name to reflect the ever widening scope of our successful project. This newsletter 

is for all the landowners in the Project’s areas in the eastern side of Golden Bay who have made Project De-

Vine possible and to the various team members, DOC and TDC staff and supporters near and far. If you 

have a neighbour without e-mail please pass this information along to them 

A Special Welcome to the landowners and supporters who live and/or own land in our latest project 4 area, 

which runs from Ligar Bay to Wainui, including all properties larger than a house with a garden, and which 

ends at the boundaries of Abel Tasman National Park. Project 4 will complete a strip of properties from 

Rameka Creek to Wainui’s Pigeon Saddle involving approximately 257 owners and 301 titles. Removing 

the introduced canopy/forest vines from this beautiful stretch of our county is an ambitious goal whose 

successful completion will mean another conservation landmark for Golden Bay. 

Why do we continue to add more properties and people to our vine removing project?  We do so because we 

are in danger of invasive canopy vines smothering the wild, forested areas that remain on private land.  If 

left on their own, canopy vines cover the tree tops, kill and eventually collapse the trees, darkening the forest 

floor, preventing regrowth while degrading our soil and waterways.  In a few short years, the vines 

reproduce themselves thousands of times.  No doubt everyone has seen the severe infestation of old man’s 

beard on the Motueka side of the Takaka Hill.  However, perhaps you are less aware of places near you that 

resemble this vine covered eco-mess or that did before the Project De-Vine Team worked their magic. I’ve 

attached some photos to highlight how easily the vines can take over. 

 

PD3 Carpet of BPV's on trees, Matenga Rd, Ligar Bay April 2013 



2 
 

 

PD4 Photo Tata Headland (Tata Beach west end) Carpet of BPV's April 2013 

If we don’t remove our vine intruders, these present-day photos will also represent what the forest of our 

future will look like, a mass of tangled and impenetrable green weeds many metres high.  In an age filled 

with bad news about New Zealand’s biodiversity, our project is a “good news” story, because we are 

demonstrating that it is possible to restore wonderful native forest remnants and reveal once hidden 

landscape features. 

A  Summary of Our Busy Schedule since Newsletter #9 

1. July 2012.  We applied to and received $2000 from the Cobb Mitigation Fund for Pohara Climbing 

Asparagus sites’ work. This work is well under way on a test site in a small bush block off Bay Vista Drive 

in Pohara. The initial spraying of the area which included about 360 plants is very impressive. Only a few 

missed ones survived. We know that some of the big ones will recover because the tubers in the ground are 

hard to reach with the glyphosate. We will need to wait until next summer to see how many survivors there 

are. This grant has also helped to fund work on a property with a very bad infestation of the noxious 

climbing asparagus.. The owners paid for some work in early 2012, and this year we have been able to fund 

some more work ourselves. There will be another burst of activity in the early summer. 

2. July to October 2012.  We submitted successfully to have Climbing Asparagus’ status changed to 

“Progressive Control” for the Pohara area. This is as a test case to see how well the plant can be managed 

over the next few years until the next Regional Pest Management Strategy (RPMS) review. If this is 

successful, we would like this status for all of Golden Bay because there are 5 major infestations (and a few 

smaller ones) in Wainui, Pohara, Collingwood, Pakawau and Puponga extending onto Farewell Spit. This 

process drew the TDC and Nelson councillors’ attention to the dangers of such an insidious plant which kills 

native tree seedlings by sending its tendrils up the seedlings to strangle them.  
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PD3 Climbing Asparagus carpets with tendrils, climbing up native seedlings, under trees Pohara April 2013 

There are some sites over the hill as well. At one time, climbing asparagus was a popular plant for cut flower 

enthusiasts, but unfortunately, the red berries were popular with birds, and it has spread into the bush areas 

where it can live with very little light. We did apply to the Air New Zealand Environment Fund for help 

with this work to cover the entire Bay, but we were unsuccessful. We will try another funding agency next 

year. 

3. August 2012.  We met with the Biodiversity fund staff in Wellington to brief the new manager on our 

work. Like much of DOC, the staff at the Biodiversity Fund has been in turmoil with non-renewal of 

contracts for both their administrators. We have had temporary staff to deal with since they left at the end of 

2012 and await a new line up. We look forward to permanent staff, who will become familiar with our 

projects, making for a much easier way to deal with queries and our required, regular reports.  

4. November 2012.  As many of the nearby residents know, the Pohara Water Reserve land was badly 

infested with pest vines. The TDC staff responsible for its upkeep agreed to have a clean up as the council’s 

contribution to the project. Our weed team worked there in November 2012 and found it a tough assignment. 

However, they managed pretty well in rough conditions. 

The number count was quite staggering:  Banana Passion Vine: 3576 and Old Man's Beard: 108 with 

several covering a large area. 
There were various patches of Climbing Asparagus – mainly at the lower end. 

There was one large Wonga Wonga, Pandorea pandorana, which had spread to cover about 30m x 30m. This 

was out side the scope of the work and the council staff has dealt with it. It is a worry that this plant is still 
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for sale in Golden Bay and seems to thrive in the local climate. One large plant on Rocklands Road 

produced over 1200 seedlings after the floods of 2011! Be careful where you dump cuttings or rooting 

material as yet another property has Wonga Wonga growing on its deck and it is rampant in the bush below! 

The weedteam will revisit the Water Reserve this November for follow up work. 

5. January 2013.  We changed the name of our group to reflect the wider scope of our work because we are 

now applying for funding outside of Clifton.  Our new name is Project De-Vine Golden Bay. Projects will 

now be abbreviated to PD1 etc. 

6. The Weedteam. You might have seen their faces, but not know their names. They have been this group 

for the last year and two have been with the team since we started 3 years ago. The team leader is Bianca 

Harris. The other members are Pete Corby, Todd Stillwell, Mark Brignole (our principal climber) and Matt 

Nalder, who has re-joined the team after doing other things over the summer. 

Detailed Summaries for Each Project 

Project De-Vine 1: 

Now in its third year, we’ve changed our strategy to achieve a maximum impact for each of our funding 

dollars.  Our funding agencies match both the physical work that a landowner contributes as well as her/his 

cost for weed removal. We approached Project 1’s landowners to see if they would be willing pay half the 

cost of the weed team's work during our  third year, This new strategy allows the weed team to come back 

again for a fourth year (and so on until the money runs out).  That way the money we have from funding will 

go a lot further. This approach is a voluntary one and was not discussed with owners in the second project. If 

people want to do it, we would be open to continuing it there as well, but the numbers are too big to do 

personal house calls like we did with the first group. This is also part of an option for owners of empty land 

in the Pohara Project 3 if they are unable to manage the land themselves. Please make contact and one of us 

will talk with you about this. 

 

We finished the third year’s sweeps.  The vines being found are mainly seedlings. After a surge last 

summer/autumn after the December 2011 flood, the seedling numbers seem to be dropping. However, 

complacency is not a good idea. The 5760 seedlings found (excluding the 2400 Wonga Wonga seedlings 

mentioned above) as well as the 1470 bigger vines (which can turn into fruiting plants in about 2-3 

years) show the scope of the problem. Another year should make a big difference as our seedling count 

survey on 4 properties, which is now in its fourth year, is showing a slow but steady decrease in the last four 

6 month periods, as shown in the graph below: 
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Project De-Vine 2: 

This year, the progress of this project has been dictated by the weather. We had only 3 properties left to visit 

in the first year, which ended in November 2012, but the weather switched very quickly from wet and cool 

to hot and dry. The team was unable to visit the steep escarpment slopes at the south end of the project 

because it was too hot for the team to work there. Instead, they started a second sweep at the other end 

where there was shade, particularly in the canyons. There has been a big push to finish Marco and Karen 

Pessione’s property. They have inherited a very large Banana Passion Vine infestation on steep slopes, some 

with canyons at the bottom of them and random tomos! Despite these near impossible conditions, we are 

thrilled to say that the weed team have completed the project, with two smallish areas left to spray in the 

spring. Now that the weather is cooler, the team has headed off to the south end to complete the first sweep 

that was abandoned earlier because of high temperatures.  

As a result of the track work done by the team and owners, a network of trails now allows owners and the 

weedteam to walk through the Clifton canyon area across 4 properties and along the edges of the non-public 

part of the Grove Scenic Reserve. A recent visit by a DOC manager led to several ideas to improve the area. 

For instance, he is contributing permanent track markers to replace the hard to follow tape markers that are 

there now. He has also found someone who is now setting up a line of possum traps, on the DOC land. This 

will be very helpful as the large Fuchsia trees in the canyons are badly eaten by them and a good indicator of 

possum activity levels. We are also exploring the possibility of doing the same with stoat traps. Are there 

any volunteers who would like to check the lines? Please contact me if you are able to do this important 

conservation work.   

The numbers of vines already dealt with is worth a mention. Last year we cut and pasted with poison 4000+ 

Old Man’s Beards. This year was 1500+. The team managed to get in to areas that were not reached last 

year. I am sure hundreds more will be found next year as they probe the canyons even harder, however it is 

good news that the massive numbers are fading. 

 

This monster Banana Passion Vine in the above photo was found south of Dry creek on the escarpment, 

where over a thousand have been dealt with already - many more to go. 
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The Banana Passion Vine numbers are rising steadily and passed 24,000 recently – with 7000+ in this 

2
nd

 year already. The total of all vines dealt with has now reached over 55,000 on the 2 projects! Well 

done to the weedteam!  

This project was started because it was in the too hard basket for institutions like DOC and the TDC, but 

fortunately with a dedicated group of volunteers and a government funding agency whose criteria is to help 

community groups with common pest problems, we are making a massive difference.  It is worth 

remembering that a single mature banana passion fruit vine produces copious amounts of fruit and seeds, 

which thrive here and eventually lead to epidemic numbers. The same is true with the wind blown seeds of 

Old Man’s Beard. Around Golden Bay, the Aorere valley is now believed to be fruit and hence new seed 

free.  This is a big step because the passion fruit vines are now being contained from the coast all the way 

from Collingwood to Motupipi. 

 

Project De-Vine 3: 

This is much bigger than the previous two and is larger even than the fourth still on the drawing board. Over 

two years in the planning, it involved many local volunteers in various street “pods” who helped to contact 

owners.  Owners of larger properties require a more detailed follow-up.  It involves 160+ properties of 

which about 95 need help with pest vine infestations. It covers all of Pohara village and goes from the 

boundaries of the 2
nd

 project to the beginning of Ligar Bay and continues from the coast up the hills to the 

ridges above. Inside this area are DOC and Tasman District Council (TDC) reserves, which are not included 

in this project, but are integral to the synergy of pest vine control, as well as a property with a QEII 

covenant.  

 

In Pohara # 3 project, only 76 are permanent residents on their land (I wish they all were, the projects would 

be so much easier!). With 160+ titles in the area of Pohara with pest vines, it is quite a challenge to 

coordinate all their 132 approx. owners over 652 ha.  

 

Here are some of the statistics that have emerged to date: 

 

76 owners live on their property, including 3 sheep and cattle farmers. 

43 are empty sections, with 5 owned by people out of the country. 

22 properties have dwellings, but live elsewhere in NZ, except 2 abroad, 5 of which are rented out. 

19 properties are naturally clear (often near to others with pest vines). 

59 are able to maintain their property clear of pest vines 

95 approx. require assistance to clear their property (some only require a search through – as they are 

adjacent to bad infestations). 

 

The key point of the project is to contact ALL the owners and persuade everyone to be part of our project. 

This is no mean feat, especially with overseas owners who are not interested in canopy vine infestation on 

their land. However, we’ve found that our funded sharing of the costs of weed control (explained above) is a 

more enticing option for land owners than paying all their own costs. However, if owners are not interested 

in responding to contact, the TDC’s Biosecurity officer writes to these few individuals and, if necessary, 

forces compulsory compliance in regions where the council has targeted pest vines for removal. There are 

only two owners who have not responded to the first council letter. Since 2007, The TDC has mandated 

control for Banana Passion Vine and Old Man’s Beard in Golden Bay. Their actions have helped to increase 

good stewardship practices around our region.  

The Council reserves in the Pohara project area have also stepped up their weed control level, and I am in 

regular contact with the staff overseeing the work. The submission last year to add Climbing Asparagus to 

the RPMS “progressive control” list for Pohara was a big promotion for the projects’ activities and  was well 

received by the panel of councillors. They requested a map of other known sites in the region.  We hope this 



7 
 

is the start of another concerted clean- up campaign, which will represent an important step in our region’s 

turn-around in weed management. 

The application for funding is in and we will have to wait until August to find out if we are successful. 

Project De-Vine 4: 

This 4th project is in the planning stage. We are requesting Biofunds assistance for this Project 4 separately, 

so that we can assess the needs of this area for the main application. We intend to apply in early 2015. 

Before the submission, we will activate and educate the many landowners involved. There are about 96 

properties, with approximately 73 owners who will be contacted. Those that need help with weed control 

will be assessed. We learned in the 3rd Project with non-resident owners, that these negotiations need a 

comprehensive assessment which takes time and expertise. Our assessors are paid to produce a short report 

and estimate of the time required per property.  

This new project will require that we have one or two public meetings with representatives from DOC and 

Tasman District Council present. We intend to give out leaflets about pest vines and tubes of Vigilant to 

owners to help them become more active in the work of cutting and pasting the pest vines. This will be 

further boosted by organising working bees to help keen owners remove pest vines. A large number of these 

properties are close to Abel Tasman National Park. The Janszoon Project, which has recently started work in 

the park, will also remove pest vines.  This concerted effort inside and outside the park boundaries will have 

enormous benefit for our biodiversity. 

Philip Simpson, the well-known local botanist, has recently finished the Botanical report for Project #4 

which described some special features found in the area. For example, the biodiversity among the Wainui 

valley private properties is amazing.  Helping to protect these plants and trees will ensure that the seed 

sources from them successfully migrate over to near-by less diverse Ligar Bay. This is an important part of 

the longer process of encouraging wide diversity of flora and fauna to remain in the area.  If you are 

interested, I can pass on the details of this report. 

Climbing Asparagus is also found in this project area at the eastern side of Wainui bay. The assessors will be 

marking the outer limit of its spread as they find it. This will not be complete because a few plants often 

have been spread by birds up to 2kms away; however it will give us an idea of its numbers and its main area 

of infestation. 

We have six volunteer helpers who will contact owners in early spring to obtain initial assessments of how 

much work owners are doing on their properties and how much work remains. The more work that 

landowners are doing on pest vines the better for our project, because an integral part of the requirement of 

our funding agency is that they will only match our combined efforts.  The agency counts each hour of 

unpaid owner or volunteer work as worth $15.  Any expenses or paid workers are added up at cost value. 

A Final Word 

So here you have it, a summary of what we have been planning and achieving out in the field with our weed 

busting team. It has become a pretty intense and full on endeavour which I hope you will continue to take 

part in or join if you are new to our work. The weed team has drawn on many helpers who have contributed 

everything from amazing nature photography in the canyons to a spread-sheet set up by a family member in 

Germany. Support with proof reading, spreadsheet technicalities and other computer tech stuff has come 

from various volunteers here as well as words of advice from many experts in their fields. Thank you! We 

are so busy, that if we were all paid, we would have an office in town and a full time administrator.  
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For more information, contact Chris Rowse: 

11 Upper Rocklands Road, Clifton, Takaka RD1, 7183 

Tel: 03-525-8588 or New e-mail address from now on: 11nikaus@gmail.com 

The change over now is because broadband has arrived in Clifton – at last! Apologies about being 

1+Mb if you are still on dial up! 

 

mailto:11nikaus@gmail.com

